P27754.A01 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Cunently Amended) An electronfc settlement method used in aftete dronic mon e y a 
oomixiter system which eledronically settles a paynr^ 

inlomation regarding a monetaiy value recorded in a predetermined recording medium, 
th e m e lhcxi oompris l na: the recordino medium staring feoerelinfa a balance of first 
electionb money, In Iho r e oordinq m e dium the method oomDrisina: t3V the computer 
system, ata predetemilned timing of settlement, 

readinc the balance of first electronic monevfirxn the recording medium: 

aoouiring amount of daim: 

depreciating the first electronic money with time, by reducing the balance of the first 
electronic money at a predetenriined rate based on a diflierence betvu^ 
reference date and a settlerrient date and using the reduced balance as a new ba^^ 

the first electronic money; and 

payii^ redudng an amount equal to at least a part of an tt]e anrxxjnt of 

daim at the time of the settlement, ftom the reduced balance of the first electronic money. 
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2. (CunentlyAmendecl) The eiecftDnic settlement 
oomDrisi na.vy4Ten feoapingalDalanoeofseoorxlelecADnicnr^ 

depredated \with time is recorded in the recording medium, wherein in addition to reduction 
of a part cf the anrourt of daimfimi the balance of the first elecln^ 
oombinalion with . redudra ttie remaining amount of daim from the balance of the second 
electronic money at th e tim e of th e s e ttl e m e nt 

3. (Original) TTie electronic settiement method according to daim 2, wherein an upper 
limit of a proportion of ttie first electronic money to a total amount to be paid. 

4. (Currentiy Amended) The electronic settlemerTtnriethod according to ^jnil 
efdaif¥e44&a, wherein a lower limit of an arriount to be paid b^ 

Is provided. 

5. (Currently Amended) An elednwiic settiement nielhod which etedronlcally settles a 
payment using electronic money which is information regarding a monetary value 
recorded in a predetermined recording medium, in a computer system, tiiom e tiiod 
comprising: tiie recording medium recording a balance of first electncxiic money and a 
balance of second electronic money, in tiie r e cording m e dium; and ttTemetiiod 
comprising: bytiieoomDuter system, at a predetermined timing of settlement 

only when tiie settlement is done using ttie first electronic money in combination 
wittiitTe second eledityiiciTTQney at a timing of cotti e rr^ 
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leastapartrflheamourtofdaimtoberedixgdfrom 
money. 

vvherein an upper limit of a proportion dthe fi^ 
amount to be paid is provided. 

6. (Original) Tliedectonic settlement method according to dainis 5, 
of an amount to be paid by the first elecbonic mon^ is pro\/^ 

7. (Original) The dedronicsetflenrient method according to daim 5, wherein an expireft^ 
date of the first eleclronic money is provided. 

8. (CurrerTtly Amended) A recording medium canying electnonb money vwhich stores a 
balance of electronic money which is infbimation regarding a monetary value and capat)le 
of being settled etedronically, ttierecordina medium used in etedronic settlement by a 
computer, the recording medium comprising: 

inliaimalion of a balance of d e pr e dated first electronic money which is 
depredated vtfith time bvltie computer and 

a depredation rate which is used bv the computer tor depredating the 
depreciated electronic rrioney. ttie depredation rate being a ratio bebA/^ 
d e pr e c i at e d first eledronic money belbre and after depreciating tiie depr e ciat e d first 
eleclronic nxxiey. 
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9. (Cunently Amended) The recording medium aaxxding to daim 8 fu^^ 

infiDmiartlonofateJancg of netmal second ed 
in value with time; and 

an upper Omit of a proportion of the depreaated ftst eledre^ 
amount to be paid at the time of settlement 

10. (Cuirenlly Amended) TTie recording rnedium according to (Mn 8, further corriprising 
information of a lower limit of an amountto be paid tjy ttie d o predat e d fi rst elednonic 
money. 

11. (Currently Amended) The recording medium according to daim 8, further comprising 
inforrriafon of a depreciation date >ft4iich shows a timi^ 

eleclronic money is depreciated. 

12. (Currently Amended) A recording medium carrying electronic money which stores a 
iHlance cf the electrcjnic rroney \A*iich is inforrriatio^ 

capable of being settled etectronically, the recordino medium used in eleclronic settlement 

bvacomtxiter. the recording nredium comprising: 

information of a balance of first eiedronb money; 

information of a balance of second elednonic money; and 

information indicative of an upper limit of a proportion ofthe first electronic 

money to a total amount to be paid atatirriing of settlement doneby^eo^^ 

combination of tiie first and second electronic money. 
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13. (OliginaO Thereocxdngmecliumaoooi^ 
inlbmialion showing an expi^^ 

14. (Original) TTie tecording medium according to daim 12, turther comprising a lower 
limit of an amount to be paid by the first etedronic money. 

15. (Currenlly Amended) A processing device of eledixxiicnfioney which reads the 
information recorded in the recording medium according to daim 8 anyon e ofdaimsSto 
44. and depreciates a balance of depredated etedronic money recorded in the recording 
niedium at the depredation rate based on elapsed days from a prede^ 

date. 

16. (Currently Amended) A processing device of etedronic money which reads the 
information recorded in the recording medium according to daim12 anvon o ofdaims12 
t&44, depreciates balances of first etedronic money and second etedronic mon^ 
recorded in the recording medium so fiiatrte thed^re^ted 

amount of payment, based on information showing an upper limit of a proportion of flie first 
etedronic nnoney to a total anxxjnt to be paid, and increases etedronic mon^ of a 
redptentof the payment by the amount of payment 

17. (OriginaO An etedronic setttementnriethod used in an electronic nx)neysy 

etedronically setttes a payment using etedronic money which is information regarding a 

monetary value recorded in a predetermined recording medium, the method comprising: 
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recording a balarKB of first eledn^ 
atthetirrie of setBerrierTt. alloMrig Ihefi^ 
the setBerrierTt vvhen an arriourit of payrrient is rr^ 

protiibiting ttie first electronic money fipom being used wtien the amount of payment is less 
more than the predetermined amount 

18. (OriginaO The eleclronic settlement method according to daim 1 7 furlher comprising: 

recordir^ a lalance of second electronic money in the recording medium 
or anottier recording medium; and 

settling a payment using the first electronic nrxiney and the second 
eleclronic money when an amount of payment is mote ttian the predetermined amount, 
at a timing of settlement 

19. (Original) The electronic setBerrient method according to daim 1 7, vvher« 
eleclronic rrxiney is depreciated with time. 

20. (Original) The etedronic setUement melhod according to daim 1 9, further comprising 

calculating a balance of the first electronic money after bein^ 
based on a diflerence between a predetermined date and a setUenrien^ 
depredation information shewing a degree of depreciation of the first eledronic money, the 
depredation infbrmation recorded in the recording medium, and 

substantially replacing the balance of the first electronic rnoney with t^ 

calculated balance of tiie depreciated first eledronic money. 
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21. (Original) The eledixxTic settlement nreM 
expiration date is set in the first electnonic money. 

22. (Currently Amended) A prxessing device of eleciit)nicnioneyvwhich reads 
iTTfomTafonrBcoided in the recording medium aooofdirig to 

44 at a timing of settlement and alloyAs the first etediaiic rTKXiey to be 
aniount cf paynierit is rnore than a predetermined anriount, a prohitste 
money from being used for the settlement when the amount of payrrient is less 
jDredetermined amount 

23. (New) An electronic settlenient method used in a computer system which 
electronically settles a payment using electronic rnoney which is irr^^ 

monetary value recorded in a predetermined recording medium, the recording medium 
storing a balance of the electronic money. 

the method comprising: by the computer system, 

depredafir^ the balance of the electronic money at a predetermined rate 
when a predetermined period passes from a refierenoe date; 

updating the balance cf the electronic money recorded in the recording 
medium with the depreciated balance; and 

moving a ownership of monetary value of the depreciated amount to 

others. 
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